Cardinal McKeefry School Newsletter
Kia ora te whānau,
Welcome
Nau Mai Haere Mai
Fáilte
欢迎
Maligayang pagdating
Welkom
Willkommen
Добро пожаловать
Afio mai
Malo e lelei
Selamat datang
Bienvenida
Ahlan Wa Sahlan
Velkommen
Salam
Croeso
Youkoso
Mabuhay

Catholic Character
SAVE THE DATE 12TH JUNE
GARDEN TO TABLE BLESSING AND MATARIKI CELEBRATION
It is hard to believe it has been nearly a year since we launched the Garden to
Table Garden and Kitchen in 2018. To celebrate this auspicious event we have
invited Cardinal John Dew to perform a blessing of our Garden and Kitchen areas.
The blessing will take place on the 12th of June from 11:30-12:30pm and will
include a sharing of finger food prepared by the Garden to Table tamariki.
What is a blessing?
Blessings come under the category of sacramentals. A sacramental is a special
prayer, action, or object which, through the prayers of the Church, prepares a
person to receive grace and to better cooperate with it.

Upcoming Dates -Term 2
5/5 Sunday- School Working Bee
Week 2
7/5 Kids Lit Quiz
10/5 School Swimming Sports
2.15pm School Assembly
Week 3
Mrs Savage on leave-Kate Reynard
Acting Principal
14/5 School Cross Country
14/5 St Patricks College Rector
visiting Y8 boys
Week 4
Mrs Savage on leave-Kate Reynard
Acting Principal
21/5 WZ Cross Country @ Karori
Park-Parent helpers required
23/5 WZ Cross Country
Postponement Date-Parent helpers
required

Ngā Rerenga KōreroMāori Phrase of the Week
hau: wind
Kei te pupuhi te hau.
The wind is blowing.

Ra whanau kia
koe to Dominic,
who celebrates
his birthday on
Wednesday.
Love of Work

2 May 2019

What type of blessing will Cardinal John perform?
Blessings are categorized into two types: invocative and constitutive. A invocative
blessing is used for people. Cardinal John will be using a constitutive blessing. A
constitutive blessing, invoked in our case by the Cardinal, signifies the permanent
sanctification and dedication of a person or thing for some sacred purpose. Here
the person or object takes on a sacred character. Our Garden and Kitchen will be
sanctified and dedicated to the purpose of Garden to Table and all those who use
it will be aware of it’s special purpose of teaching our tamariki how to
independently nourish themselves through gardening and cooking skills.
Who should attend?
All of our tamariki and staff will be attending and we hope as many of our school
and parish community will be there to support this very special sacramental event.
Matariki Celebration
Our school after dark Kai and Korero Matariki Celebration will also be held on the
12th of June from 6:30pm. Come and enjoy Matariki stories, songs and soup from
our Garden to Table kitchen. Last year was such a success with families bringing
their evening meal to share in the hall and getting a chance to meet new members
of our community. Matariki is the name for the time of year when the Matariki star
cluster appear in our southern skies and signifies the beginning of the year for
tāngata whenua. You may know this star cluster as Pleiades.
ERO Visit
Unfortunately our Education Review Office visit was cancelled due to illness in
the review team. An occupational hazard when visiting schools regularly! Our
review has been rescheduled to Week 1 Term 3 and we look forward to sharing
our school with the review team.
Opportunity to learn about Brain Development from Nathan Wallis
The Cardinal McKeefry staff have greatly benefited from hearing Nathan Wallis
speak about brain development over the past few years. You may have heard
Nathan on RNZ speaking with Catherine Ryan about the first 1000 days in a
child’s life and the developing brain. We are pleased to inform you that the
opportunity for parents to attend a night with Nathan Wallis is being hosted by
Raroa Intermediate on the 31st of May about the Developing Brain. Tickets can
be purchased through Eventfinda.
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Ngā mihi nui, Tania Savage
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CEM Academic Competitions Year 5-8
Last call for entries, contact the office if you have misplaced your entry form.
Soccer Uniforms
Thank you to everyone who contributed to a wonderful soccer season. Please return your soccer uniform to the
office. We will send out forms for the 2019/2020 season early Term 3. There are some outstanding soccer fees that
still require payment. Please check your records and contact the office if you have not paid your fees.

Board of Trustees Update

Otari/Wilton Walking School Bus (WSB) every TUESDAY
A WSB is a group of students walking to school with adult supervision along a specific route. Walking to
school in this way provides regular exercise for our students and helps the environment at the same time.
The day for this is now every Tuesday.
The Bus Stops are as follows:
Starting place – 8.30am (Otari Bush Carpark)
Stop 2 – 8.35am (Shropshire)
Stop 3 – 8.40am (Wilton Park/Hampshire)
If you would like your child to join the WSB please collect a consent form from the
office or email Estelle for the form library@cardinalmckeefry.school.nz

Dates 2019 - Term 2-4
Term 2: 29th April - 5th July
(Holidays 6th July- 21st July)
Term 3: 22nd July - 27 September
(Holidays 28 September - 13th October)
Term 4: 14th October– 18th (or 20th December tbc)
Love of Work
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Our Sustainable School
Our school has been on a sustainability journey since we complete a year long
learning focused on Caring for our Common Home in 2017. At the end of 2018 we had the
opportunity to register for an educational programme run by the
Sustainability Trust and we were lucky enough to be chosen.

Kim, our educator, visited the school over the summer
holidays and did a quick audit of the practices we have in
place already. She was so thrilled to see that the Garden to
Table team had established a worm farm and compost, that
we pay to recycle our paper and we use the Wellington City
Council Recycling bags to recycle plastic, cardboard and
glass. However we could do better in the types of waste we
were sending to the landfill, the waste we pay to have
removed through our large bin.
Our first step was to complete a waste audit with the whole
school which we did in the last week of term 1.
Overwhelmingly we could see ways we can all work together
to reduce rubbish - especially packages and glad wrap. Here
are some images from that session - a series of videos will be
u p lo a d e d
to our website over the next two weeks. This was only two days
rubbish that we audited, imagine what it would look like at the end
of the week!
The other big wastage was food that our tamariki did not eat. We
are going to encourage our tamariki to take home any uneaten
food so you can see what is and isn’t being eaten. Sometimes the
portion is too big, like a large apple, and cutting it up would help
your tamariki to eat this.

SO what next?
This week our tamariki were able to make their own beeswax wrap to use instead of glad wrap
and we hope that you support them to do this. The wraps can be cleaned with using a cloth dipped
in warm soapy water, if they are immersed in the water the wax will melt and come out of the
calico. They are completely safe and hygienic to use.
Love of Work

Family Spirit

Presence

In the Way of Mary

Simplicity

Beeswax Wrap Making
On Wednesday the whole school
made Beeswax Wraps with Kim
from the Sustainability Trust. Last
term Kim and Caroline came to our
school to talk about rubbish and
helped us do a school rubbish audit.
This was good because we found
out how to reduce waste, look at
items to see if they were recyclable
and ways we could stop producing
waste for the landfills.
This time Kim came in and helped
us in making beeswax wraps. The
wraps are very helpful for wrapping
up your lunch, using them instead
of glad wrap or covering plates/
bowls. Kim explained how make the
wraps step by step. We grabbed small pieces of fabric and started to create our favourite patterns using
non-toxic felt pens. Then we went to the ironing station and sprinkled grated beeswax (that reminded
us of grated cheese) on top of our fabric. We put a piece of baking paper on top and then ironed slowly
to melt the wax. The wax melted very quickly and soaked through. After the wax dried we peeled off
the paper and extra wax from the cloth.
We were surprised to see our beeswax wraps ready! People were very excited and hopefully everyone
uses them.
By JJ, Ananyaa, TJ and Nico

Otari Parish News
Monthly Sunday Breakfast
5th May - St Thomas More (30 Worcester Street, Wilton)
A great way to start your Sunday — Just get out of bed and come along to 8.30am Mass at St Thomas More Church. Then
stay for the free community breakfast afterwards. The Church Community care about families from the Parish School and
would love to meet you. Breakfast starts at approximately 9.30am if you can’t make it to the Mass. All are welcome.
We are now in the Easter Season of the Church Year where we truly celebrate the Risen Christ. Here is a quote from Pope
Francis: Homily for the Easter Vigil, 20 April 2019
God asks us to view life as he views it, for in each of us he never ceases to see an irrepressible kernel of beauty. In
sin, he sees sons and daughters to be restored; in death, brothers and sisters to be reborn; in desolation, hearts to
be revived.
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Garden To Table - Dig for Victory

On Wednesday Nell, Austin, Ava, Bella and Alex got to go to
parliament to represent the school in a Garden to Table
project. GTT have created a garden based on a WW2 garden.
When we got there we saw two rectangles of dug up earth. Each
school had an assigned area. Cardinal McKeefry School had to
plant red cabbage, savoy cabbage, golden cabbage and celery.
We set to work planting. There were little popsicle sticks with the
names of our veggies that we had to plant. Everyone claimed 2
popsicle sticks and dug small holes with their fingers.
With all the photographers and interviewers around us we were
waiting for one of them to come over and ask us for an
interview. Then a lady came up to Ava and Bella and said “Do
you mind if I interview you?”
“Yeah sure!” The lady took Ava and Bella over and asked some
interesting questions about GTT and why we think it's good to
have a garden in parliament.
After the planting every student gave out some poppies that R2
had helped Victoria make. Victoria disappeared for a while and
then appeared with a platter of Anzac biscuits. Everyone wanted
the biggest ones. They were delicious and we were surprised to
find out they had grated carrot in them.
We think it was a successful day and we felt that we are now
part of Parliament because we have left our mark and the gardens are open to the public. We hope that after the
plant that people might be motivated to plant their own gardens. By Nell, Bella, Alex, Ava and Austin.

Poppy Seed Gifts– Handmade by R2

This week Victoria from GTT asked R2 if they would like to make poppies as part of the Dig for Victory
garden celebrations at Parliament. What was amazing about the poppies is that they were all made from handmade
paper. The students did a fantastic job of making the paper, cutting out the petals and assembling the poppies. The
poppies were not only beautiful but the students had glued actual poppy seeds in the flowers which means that the
whole flower can be planted in the garden and will actually break down and grow into poppy plants.

Pals
Do you like playing games?
If you are in Room 4 or Room 5 you can play games run by the pals leaders.
Pals organise a game on Mondays at morning tea and Wednesdays at lunch.
We have just got some new games, yay! We will be on the netball courts - see you there.
By Oscar and Charlotte
Love of Work
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It was great to start GTT again this week. A big thanks to Yoon, Donny and Liz who helped John & Estelle in the
kitchen and the garden. It was a wonderful start to the term to sit down and share a fantastic meal together. The
students are regularly displaying super team work and using initiative in the kitchen and garden. Keep it up team! If
anyone has a fejioa tree or access to fejioas this term we would really appreciate some as we have plans to make
some exciting dishes.
The Garden Group
This week in the
garden Elise and
Poppy were busy
planting some baby
lettuce plants while
Jessica and Eugene
harvested some corn
from last year's G.T.T
sessions.
T.J,
Austin ,Alex and Drew
set up some pest traps
because a rat ran
through our front
garden and pounced
into a hole . Bella and
Ava raked some
leaves for the compost. Soon after, we went to the hall to enjoy
a delicious meal served by the kitchen.
By Elise, Poppy and Drew
The Kitchen Group
This week in the kitchen we
made Homemade Baked
Beans & Courgette Crumble,
and for dessert we made Apple
& Feijoa Crumble, and Apple &
Rhubarb Crumble. We all
enjoyed the food especially the
Apple and Feijoa Crumble.
When we made the Feijoa
Crumble we first peeled the
apples and then cut them into
quarters and then cut off the
cores. We sliced them into thin
slices and then put them in a
pot to cook first before we put
the crumble on the top;)
Love of Work
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