Cardinal McKeefry School Newsletter
Kia ora te whānau,
Welcome
Nau Mai Haere Mai
Fáilte
欢迎
Maligayang pagdating
Welkom
Willkommen
Добро пожаловать
Afio mai
Malo e lelei
Selamat datang
Bienvenida
Ahlan Wa Sahlan
Velkommen
Salam
Croeso
Youkoso
Mabuhay

Catholic Character

Yesterday was Ash Wednesday which marks the beginning of Lent and lasts for
six weeks. We call it Ash Wednesday because many around the world receive a
cross of ashes on their foreheads. God’s people have used this sign for hundreds
of years. This cross of ashes tells friends and neighbours that we are not perfect.
With God’s help we can try to be faithful followers of Jesus who show by our
words and actions what is really important to us. Even when we feel hopeless,
God is there, loving us and giving us strength and courage.
Laura Thomsen

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Day

Upcoming Dates Term 1
Week 6
12/3 Goal Setting Interviews
13/3 9am Walk to School Day @ Otari
Bush
14/3 Secondhand Uniform shop open
from 2.45pm
15/3 Children’s Art Festival @ Capital E
(R1 & R2)
Week 7
19/3 WZ Soccer Tournament @ Ian
Galloway Park (R1 & R2)
20/3 Wolfgang Circus @ Capital E
(Rm 4 & R5)
20/3 Save date for WZ Soccer - Ian
Galloway
21/3 Goal Setting Interviews
Week 8
29/3 School Assembly

Ngā Rerenga KōreroMāori Phrase of the Week
waiporoporo: purple

Nōu tēnei kōti waiporoporo?
Does this purple coat belong to
you?
Ra whanau kia koe to Aliceo
who celebrates
his birthday on
Saturday, and
to Harvey who
celebrates his
birthday on Wednesday.
Love of Work

7 March 2019

Thank you to everyone who took part in our Pancake
Breakfast. So many of the tamariki came up to me to
say this is their favourite day at school . It is one of
my favourite days because of the way we get
together as a community. I look forward to seeing as
many of you that can make it to our Moving March Walk to School day next week.

Goal Setting Interviews

Our Goal Setting Interview bookings are now
open for the 12th and 21st of March. Please visit
www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and enter the
event code 48t8d to book your interview. We
always aim for 100% attendance at these
meetings. Our attendants rates at this stage are:
Room 4 64%
Room 5 43%
Room 2 50%
Room 1 36%

Ngā mihi nui, Tania Savage
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Room 1 Technology Week
Room 1 Year 7s experienced Technology at Newlands Intermediate for the very first time this week! They are in
the process of designing and making 'chests' for their treasures in Hard Tech, and in Art class they are learning to
draw objects/living things that are important to them and their identity.

The Year 8s got to use a new software in Digi Tech which takes them

into a fascinating Eco system, where they have to survive a meteorite. In
Food Tech this week, the focus was on making food of the world. Each day
was allocated a
different country/
continent
and
students had to pick
an item they would
make that day which
originated from that
particular place. On
Tuesday, they made
prawn won-tons and
pork dumplings!
Can you guess the
continent for that
day?
Love of Work
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Western Zones Cricket
On Tuesday last week R1 and R2 attended the Western Zone cricket
tournament and played 4 games of cricket against other schools in our
area. It was a fun day and the teams got better with each game. It
was wonderful to see how well they demonstrated their physical
literacy skills of
communicating, thinking
and movement.
The
teams worked well
together and showed a
fair play attitude to their
team mates and
opposition all day.
A big thanks to Fiona,
Jerome and Amy (Miss
Thomsen’s sister) who
came along and
managed a team and
umpired games. We
couldn’t have done it
without you!

Message from the Attendance Dues Team
Statements have been sent out in the post to all accounts that have an outstanding balance. If you do not
receive your statement by 15 March 2019 and believe you have an outstanding balance, please contact our
office on 0800 462 725 or email dues@wn.catholic.org.nz.
You can pay attendance dues in the following ways:
Mastercard or Visa Debit/Credit Card - One off payments using your credit card can be made at
www.wn.catholic.org.nz/attendance-dues. If you would like to set up monthly recurring payments from
your card, please contact our office.
Internet Banking Payments - You can process a one-off or regular payment yourself through internet
banking. If you do not use internet banking please contact our office or your school for an automatic
payment form to take to your bank.
Cash - You can pay in cash at any Westpac branch or in person at our office at 22 Hill St, Thorndon.
Cheque - Make out to Archdiocese of Wellington Attendance Dues Collection Fund. These can be posted
to PO Box 1937 Thorndon, Wellington, 6140 or dropped off in person at our office.
Phone: 0800 462 725 Email: dues@wn.catholic.org.nz
www.wn.catholic.org.nz/attendance-dues
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March is Here – Let’s Get Movin’!
Why Movin’ March?
Not only does walking or wheeling to school reduce congestion and chaos in the
school carpark, it also provides an opportunity to slow down and get in some quality
time with our tamariki. Make the most of the beautiful weather and encourage your
child to Walk or Wheel to and from school. Walking or wheeling to school solo or with friends can be a real confidence boost and
don’t forget the supervised Walking School Bus from Otari Carpark every Wednesday morning.

WOW passport — Wellington Regional Council (WRC)

Every student has been given a WOW (walk or wheel) passport card from WRC which will be stamped each day your tamariki
walk or wheel to OR from school. All entries will go in the draw to win one of six $300 AVANTI vouchers. The school with the
highest percentage of walk or wheel trips in each district will win a $100 Prezzy card – so help us take out the district prize by
encouraging your kids to walk or wheel to school!

TREK TO SCHOOL DAY — Wednesday 13 March

We invite all families to trek through Otari bush to school on the morning of 13 March. This walk starts at 8.30am from the Otari
Bush main carpark. Everyone walking will need to wear sensible walking shoes as it can be slightly muddy if there has been
recent rain. The path is mostly on the flat, narrow in some places, with one steep hill leading up to the Rugby Clubrooms
opposite the school. It is not suitable for buggy or pushchairs. There will be some rewards waiting for you when you arrive at
the gate. We would really appreciate adults to come along for this special event.

Garden to Table are planning on making blackberry jam in a couple of weeks.
Some students have been collecting blackberries after school and in the weekends and we are putting them in the freezer
until we need them – Well done to those people who have brought some in.

JAM JARS NEEDED!
If anyone in our community has jam jars
and lids that they are happy to
donate, then we would love to
receive them!

Uniform Shop
The school uniform shop in the hall will be open next week on
Thursday 14 March 2:45 pm to 3:15pm.

Term Dates 2019
Term 1: 4th February - 12th April (Holidays 13th April-28th April)
(Includes Easter and Anzac Day)
Term 2: 29th April - 5th July (Holidays 6th July- 21st July)
Term 3: 22nd July - 27 September (Holidays 28 September - 13th October)
Term 4: 14th October– 18th (or 20th December tbc)
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Our New Playground—Room 5 Writing
We have a new playground. The one I like the
most is the two poles.
By Clementine
They’ve fixed the playground. We have new
equipment on our playground like the flying
fox. We always had the flying fox but the old
flying fox was rusty and when you went on it
sometimes you got stuck in the middle. But
now when you go on it goes nice and
smoothly.
We also have a replaced rope web. When I came to school this year the web wasn't there
I wondered why they took it down. The next day the web was back and it had been
replaced by a brand new web. The new web is much more movable than the last one and
has a brand new rope. The rope is bright blue.
We have a new piece of equipment on the
playground that has never been there
before. I think they are called handlebars.
They go across from the metal bridge to the
swing sets. They are hard to get across them
because when you put your hands on them
they start to swing from side to side.
By Viki
Me and my school have a new playground
and I like the little kids playground.
By Maria

Cardinal McKeefry School has new equipment on its playground. When I came out of my
classroom I was so surprised! One day parts were missing and the next day they were all
back again! I was so excited and couldn’t wait to start playing!
One of the many things I loved on the playground is the rope web. It was there before but
they put it back, new and improved. When I started this school at the beginning of the
year the rope web wasn’t there! Although it’s got cylinder platforms at different places,
the rope web is a little bit tricky because it is really wobbly. It feels like you could easily
fall off. The rope web is black and blue and looks new. As you might have guessed, you
have to climb it. Trust me, if you love
climbing, you’ll love the rope web!
When I came out of the playground I felt
really sad and wanted to keep playing. I
would play on the playground all day if I
could. Not just because of the rope web but
everything on the playground is really fun.
(Shortened text)
By Sudhiksha
I am climbing up the ladder to go down the
slide.
By Aliceo
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THANK YOU CMcK PTA for the $15,000 you raised to fix our playground.

Junior playground Cargo Net

Junior Playground Rope
Bridge

Senior Playground Cargo Bridge
It is so much better because there are not
wires sticking out and they used to hurt
your hands, no one used to go on it. The
ropes are so much stronger and heaps of
people play on it.

Senior Playground Climbing
Rope

Eva

Junior Playground Climbing Rope

I think the new playground is really good

I think it is really good it looks so much

because there is new equipment and the

better and new and it is much safer. The

way it is designed for use is really smart
and fun to play.

Senior Playground Lilypad

ropes are better because they are not

Ava

frayed.

Senior Playground Cargo Net

Senior Playground Hand Grips

Nell

Senior Playground Slat Bridge
I like the new playground because when we

I like the new handle bars that we
can swing across.

Oscar

I love the new playground and it is
complete, the flying fox is far
smoother and not rusty. I love the
colour blue of the new ropes.
Poppy
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were on the bridge the old rope was rough and
it gave me a scratch. The new rope is so much
softer and better and there is loads more
equipment to play on so it feels like there is
more space.
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